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From the Director
By John Gibney

It has been a long and difficult winter for historians and museums, both here in the Great Lakes area, as
well as across the country. Local nonprofits are just now beginning to feel the effects of the Depression.

The result of all of this is that most days we field a dozen or so inquiries as to the future of the museum. I
wish I knew the answer.

I do know that the Monroe County Board of Commissioners that I have talked to, have all reiterated their
unwavering support for us and our excellent programs. They have told me that they all want to find ways
to keep us open if at all possible. They also state that they do not know how that will happen or how
Fairview or any of the other threatened county services can and will be maintained. In many ways it will
again come down to the faith of the people.

I can only remind them, and all of our supporters, that the museum and its staff, has proven to have had a
major economic impact on the local community through heritage tourism. Last year’s MCBC authorized
Matrix report stated as much, as have several major studies by local universities.

Our economic impact easily out weighs the cost of running the facilities. Our Fife & Drum Muster alone
accomplishes that! Add in our tours, school programs, and archival use, it seems hard to understand why
any cuts would be considered. But all county departments have had to take cuts, even those, like ours, that
make money.

Judging from the myriad number of newspaper articles that have focused on the future of the museum, it
is obvious that the local media is also behind us. I applaud editor Deb Saul and her colleagues for
enlisting citizen support for the museum. In the March 7, editorial, the Monroe Evening News asked,
“Do communities need museums?” Their resounding answer was YES

They also asked where the
leadership for funding of
programs for the future
might come from. As
someone who has
participated and directed
this museum as it planned,
constructed, and launched
ten major new exhibits in
the past four years; brought
eight new major programs
into the community
including Scott Lonsdale’s
fabulous Fife & Drum
Muster, Dave Ingall’s
Custer Programs, our
phenomenally successful
revitalization of the
Navarre-Anderson Trading

Post, and our MCISD’s national award-winning Virtual Field Trips, I think the answer is obvious.

The exceptional professional museum staff, along with our dedicated volunteers, and our mandated,
motivated, and devoted Historical Commission, has a legacy of success that most other museums can only
envy. The leadership is here if there are other partners that truly want to join with us to see the success
continue.
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From the Archives…
By Chris Kull, Archivist

On Saturday, April 17th, the
Monroe County Historical
Museum Archives will host
the monthly meeting of the
Genealogical Society of
Monroe County. Members
and guests will have the
opportunity to research their
family trees and take
advantage of hundreds of
books, along with the over
120,000 obituaries housed in
the archives. Last year this
meeting brought close to 40
people to the archives. It is a
great gathering and

opportunity to share
information and research tips.

The archives is a very busy
place. For some reason,
Wednesdays are always a
beehive of activity, whether
members of GSMC are in to
find information, or members
of the general public are in to
research some topic. Just try
to find a place to park in our
parking lot!!! It isn’t an easy
thing to do on a Wednesday.
May is “Michigan Month”
and the museum will have an
exhibit of “Made in
Michigan” items. This will
include items once made or

currently made in Monroe
County. The list of items
produced in our Great Lake
State is truly amazing. There
are still many automobiles
made in Michigan. The food
industry is also a big
manufacturer in Michigan.
Please stop by and see what
was and still is “Made in
Michigan.”

Eye on Education
By Lynn Reaume

The Museum is looking for
more help at the Front
Desk on Saturdays when we
are open. Could you spare a
Saturday once a month, from
11-4:00 p.m? Having a
volunteer to greet visitors,
have them sign the guest
sheet, and direct them into
the museum will allow the
weekend staff person to see
to their duties, without
leaving the front of the
museum unattended. If we
could get 4 people to donate
one Saturday, this would be
of great help.
Contact Lynn Reaume by
phone or e-mail with your
name and chosen Saturday or
weekend (example, first or
third) and lend us a helping
hand. Saturday public activity
varies, but the idea is to cover
the front of the museum
when visitors are present.

Mark your calendar for
Saturday, June 19th at 3:00
p.m. for a special fund raising
presentation by Director John

Gibney on the famed Civil
War unit the 24th Michigan
Volunteer Infantry! The $10
donation goes to Friends of
Potter Cemetery and their
efforts to clean up this pre-
Civil War cemetery where
family members of Royal L.
Potter, and local Ash
Township residents, lie
buried. Royal left his diary
and letters to his wife, which
tell of his heart breaking
short experience of the War,
through the pen and pencil of
a middle-aged, father and
gentleman farmer who gave
up everything for the Union.
The talk will be at St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church,
201 South Monroe Street.

Visit our webpage on the
county’s website:
www.co.monroe.mi.us and
click on the drawing of the
main Museum in the left-
hand column. This quick link
now takes you right to our
page. New addition: “Out of
the Vault” takes a short look
at some of our treasures that
are not currently on display.
Visit often to keep up to date

with events, programs, and
latest news.
EDUCATION:

Unhappy News- school tours
continue to decrease due to
the economic crisis. Less
money is available for school
bus and driver payments, and
schools have even limited
their teachers to one or NO
bussed field trips for the year.
The teaching squeeze,
scheduling, changing state
standards and benchmark
guidelines, and closing of
schools, are forcing teachers
to put their energies into
constant adaptation in their
classroom and curriculum.
Retired teachers who have
faithfully used our resources
are not being replaced by
new teachers, but it seems
that money is the largest
problem.
We would like to see a fund
established to help the
bussing problem, and it
would need to be done soon.
Teachers wishing to come to
the Monroe County
Historical Museums for field
trips would be able to tap into
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the fund to either pay for or
help with the payment.
Donations could be taken
from organizations and the
public, to help keep funds
available. I approached an
organization already with the
possibility of starting such a
fund and got nowhere. What
do YOU think? Do you have
some ideas as to funding
sources or getting an
organization involved who
believes in education, school
children, and history who
would help this program
start? We provide our
educational tour services &

programs for FREE, so we do
not further complicate the
process!
Let me know your ideas-
each year we are losing
introducing our students to
our great local history.

Now Some Good News- Our
busy May schedule for field
trips is filling up fast. This is
our busiest month
traditionally, so teachers-
schedule your trip now, some
days are already full! June is
still open.

I will need help at the
Country Store Wednesday
May 19th through Saturday
(yes, Saturday) May 22nd. We
are trying to change the day
and times- from noon to 6:00
p.m. Can you give some
volunteer time to sell candy
to visitors and greet them at
this site? If you don’t call me,
I’ll be calling you! (734)
240-7784,
Lynn_Reaume@monroemi.o
rg.

“Escort to the President” to Appear
in Monroe

By Scott Lonsdale

Founded in 1960, the United States Army Old
Guard Fife and Drum Corps, the only unit of its
kind in the Armed Forces, will appear in Monroe
as part of their 50th Anniversary celebrations.
This prestigious unit is an official representative
of the United States Army and performs at all
White House Full Honor Arrival Ceremonies for
Foreign Heads of State and has performed in
every Inaugural Parade since it’s founding.

The Third U.S. Infantry “Old Guard,” of which
the fife and drum corps is one component, has a
consolidated lineage that places the ancestors to
this unit at the Battles of the River Raisin.
Founded on June 3, 1784 as the 1st American
Regiment, the Old Guard is the Army’s most
historic and prestigious unit and the Nation’s
oldest active duty infantry unit. In 1815, two
units that were present at the River Raisin, the
17th U.S. Infantry Regiment and the 19th U.S.
Infantry Regiment were consolidated along with
the 1st American Regiment into the 3rd U.S.
Infantry Regiment. As participants of this battle,
as well as other actions of the War of 1812, the
Regiment carries with it an honor for the Canada
Campaign.

The Third U.S. Infantry regiment “The Old
Guard” is the Premier Ceremonial Unit and
Escort to the President. This unit conducts all
official ceremonies and special events for the

United States Army and has a two-fold mission:
To protect America’s Capital and to pay final
tribute to American Heroes. Also since
September 11th, a day that found the Old Guard
searching for survivors and recovering victims
from the Pentagon, the regiment supports the
Joint Force Headquarters-National Capital
Region in emergencies. Besides the fife and
drum corps, The Old Guard also includes: The
Commander in Chief’s Guard, the Caisson
Platoon, U.S. Army Drill Team, Continental
Color Guard, the Presidential Salute battery, and
the Tomb Sentinels (guards of the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldiers). For more information on
The Old Guard visit: www.
Army.mil/Fifeanddrum/

The Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps will
make an appearance in Monroe on the 4th

Annual River Raisin Muster on June 11th

and 12th in Loranger Square. The 4th Annual
River Raisin International Fife and Drum Muster
will take place June 11th and 12th. Friday night
will feature the U.S. Army Old Guard Fife and
Drum Corps along with the 1st Michigan
Colonial Fife and Drum Corps for a concert at
7pm in Loranger Square. The Tattoo will last
for about 2 hours. Saturday’s festivities will
begin with a parade through downtown Monroe
at 11:00am with the muster immediately
following in Loranger Square. This year the
muster will have at least ten corps in attendance.
For more information please call the museum at
734-240-7780.


