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COMMEMORATION ACTIVITIES 1

The annual commemoration of the Battle
of the River Raisin was held on Saturday,
January 24% with about 50 re-enactors
staging a mock battle in the morning,
followed by a flag-raising & wreath ceremony
at the visitor center in the afternoon. After
lunch at St. Paul’s Church, Michigan Senator
Randy Richardville delivered a tribute at the
Monroe County Historical Museum, followed
by a powerpoint on the battle by Ralph
Naveaux. Participants came from as far as
Canada and Kentucky.

The surprise of the day came from
Historical Society President Bill Braunlich’s
announcement of an ancestral connection |
between our current U.S. President Barack |
Obama and Richard Hickman, acting Several re-enactors pulling the cannon sled into position for the January Commemoration }

|

governor of Kentucky during the War of ceremony. Photo submitted by Bill Saul’s brother.
1812. . —— = . . —

DANCE THROUGH TIME EVENT

The evening of January 23 was rendered
special by the Dancing through Time
fundraiser, which was assisted by volunteers
from the Friends and the Museum. Dick &
Jeanne Micka brought in Native American
dancers to add to the show, while Friends
President Ken Howard danced the feet off
his partner from Madame Cadillac’s Dance
Troup, but still could not beat out Miss Teen

Monroe in the competitions. He did, Re-enaciors before the January River FRRB President Ken Howard at the
however, win a trophy for the amount of Raisin Battlefield Commemoration. Dc[z)nc? t};mugfl T””g event. Photo
donations he collected for the cause. | Photo submitted by Dave Grassley. submitted by Dave Grassley
Altogether, the event raked in over $30,000 in -

cash to be used for bicentennial projects.

www.riverraisinbattlefield.org
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NEWS FROM THE 1812
BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEES

STATE 1812 BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION

Despite the pending breakup of the
Department of History, Arts, &
Libraries, the Commission will host a
regional coordinating meeting.
Individual members are planning
bicentennial projects from Monroe to
Mackinac. At the Detroit Historical
Museum on February 23, Patti Lock
gave a presentation on the availability
of a dozen period tall ships in the
Great Lakes during the Bicentennial.
They are hoping to start working on
a schedule this fall.
proposals should be in by October 1.

Tentative

WAR IN THE WESTERN THEATRE
LEGACY COUNCIL
The Council met on January 2@t

Eastern Michigan University. After a

of 1812 historic markers and
endorsed projects headed by Dick &
Jeanne Micka, including Founders
Day at the Sawyer Homestead May
17, Wild Rice planting in June, and
Heritage Water Tours in August.
The $30,000 AT&T grant to run
fiber optics to the Battlefield Visitor
Center is a go.

A consensus was reached to
establish a calendar and encourage a
series of small, local, educational
activities through 2012-15, along
with a large community-wide event
that would draw tourists from the
surrounding region. Bi-monthly
meetings will continue to be held at
the River Raisin Battlefield Visitor
Center at 9am on the 3'¢ Thursday
of the month (May 21, July 16, Sept.
17, & Now. 19, 2009.)

far-ranging discussion of NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

bicentennial ideas, the site directors At the Federal level, reports have
met with Ted LigibelOs students whacome in that Pres. Obama has signed
are engaged in a heritage brochur@he omnibus bill that contained
project highlighting regional 1812 legislation placing the River Raisin

sites.

WAR OF 1812 BICENTENNIAL STEERING
COMMITTEE

At their January 22" meeting, the
Steering Committee received a
report from Becky Mullins on the
successful conclusion of the Monroe
Art League’s Bicentennial Art
Contest and Exhibition held at the
Bedford Branch of the Monroe
County Library System. Another is
being planned for next year, with the
goal being to increase public
awareness and provide more art to
illustrate the period.

In other business, the Steering
Committee offered $3500 towards
the Historical Society’s refurbishment

Battlefield within the National Park
system, although it was uncertain if
that particular proviso remained
unaltered in the version sent to him
after passing both the House and the
Senate.  Unfortunately, it appears
these reports were a trifle premature.
To further inflate our hopes, the
Monroe Evening News announced
that federal stimulus money would
also be available for further land
purchases in the core area of the
historic battlefield. Our neighboring
1812 NPS site, Perry’s Victory
Monument, will be closing for repairs
for 2 years, starting this August.

SYMPOSIUM LECTURE

The Historical Society’s War of
1812 Bicentennial Symposium
Committee and the Community
College hosted a talk about William
Henry Harrison by noted author, Dr.
David Skaggs on March 12, Several
hundred people enjoyed wine and hors
d’ocuvres in the La-Z-Boy Atrium
before taking their seats in the Meyer
Theater.
on the remarkable degree of
cooperation between General
Harrison and Commandant Perry in
the year following the American defeat
at the River Raisin.

The presentation centered

WEBSITES TO CHECK OUT THIS MONTH
swww.monroeartleague.com

Pictures for the 1812 art contest held
by the Art League.
*http://blog.midwestlakes.org/08-12/
rare-schooner-found.html

Underwater video of the wreck of an
1812 era dagger board schooner sunk
in Lake Ontario.
*http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/09RS/
H098.htm

Status & summary of bill to create an
1812 Bicentennial Commission for the
State of Kentucky.
*www.kynghistorylky.gov

Kentucky National Guard eMuseum

=~ Next FRRB Meeting =
Sunday, April 19, 2:00PM
River Raisin Battlefield

Visitor Center
1403 E. Elm Ave., Monroe

www.riverraisinbattlefield.org
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Friends of the River Raisin News

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

In my fall of 2008 message I expressed
two goals for the year:

1. FRRB officers more involved with
community leaders and to have our
standing committees very active with
other community groups.

2. Bring in new members and involve
more members in our activities.

For the first goal we have had several
successes. In September the FRRB
hosted a book signing for Ralph Naveaux’s
new book “Invaded on All Sides” which
was attended by a number of officials
from organizations such as the Monroe
Historical Society, County Historical
Commission and County Commissioners.
The Civil Air Patrol was involved with the
January Memorial Event and has asked to
be invited back next year ~ We have
strengthened our working relationship
with the Monroe County Historical
Society through face-to-face meetings
between their officers and the officers of
the FRRB. These meetings have led to an
increased attendance by their members at
our meetings and an agreement to
cooperate on future events for the 1812
bicentennial. ~ Another success is having
the Monroe County Commissioners
recognize LaCroix’s Company as the
official 1812 military group of Monroe
County. We will use this in our recruiting
efforts.

The FRRB has participated in
activities for the creation of the River
Raisin Battlefield National Park.  This

goal is very close to being accomplished
and I want to thank all who have
participated in these actions.

The second goal has also had
successes. Our total number of members
have increased, but more important we
have more participation.  The average
number of members at our meetings
started with 8 to 10 and now routinely
have twenty or more. We have
successfully sponsored and implemented
the January Memorial Event and hosted
the dinner for the Algonquin Historical
Society.

The next big test for the FRRB is the
open house at the Visitor Center on May
16 and 17. The committee working on
this event is planning a dozen organized
events or displays for the public over two
days and to advertise, much more than in
the past. Please contact me at
734-682-3423 if you want to participate in
the open house. AND we need your help.
The expanded agenda for the open house
will be a positive indication of our
potential as an organization.

I sincerely thank each and every
member for your participation in our
efforts to improve the Battlefield and look
forward to this continued level of
involvement in future events. This level of
commitment and dedication will ensure
the accomplishment of the goals for the
FRRB and enable us to...

REMEMBER THE RAISIN!

Submutted by Ken Howard, President

Election Meeting & Open House May 16-17

Upcoming events for the FRRB
include an Open House at the
Battlefield on Saturday, May 16 and
Sunday, May 17. We will team up
with Campeau Company for the
weekend. Some of the events we have
planned are an archeology pit "dig"
with some artifacts found in
the Monroe area pertaining to the
early time period of French Town.
There will be cooking and food
demos, military drills, musket
demonstrations, a kiddie militia, and
many other interesting events to share
with the public regarding the history
of the area.

Sunday, May 17 is also the regularly
scheduled FRRB meeting and annual
election. If you are an eligible
member; but not able to attend the
meeting, you may request in writing,
an absentee ballot to be mailed to
your home.  The ballot must be
returned to the election committee
later than 7 days before the election.

Complete and mail the following
request to: Friends of the River
Raisin Battlefield Election
Committee, C/0O Monroe
County Historical Museum, 126
S. Monroe St, Monroe, MI 48161
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JANUARY, FEBRUARY, AND MARCH
MEETING NOTES

Plans for the Commemoration
were detailed at the January 18%
FRRB meeting.
Sherri to investigate pricing for one
6’-tall, flat back wedge tent for the
battlefield, for Dick Micka to purchase
a Y4 page ad for Dancing Through
Time, for FRRB to host a Battlefield
Open House in May, and for Dave

It was agreed for

Grassley to sell items, collect dues, &
post bylaws on the FRRB web site.
Plans for The February 15%
meeting followed up with planning for
the Algonquin Muskrat Dinner and
The Historical
Society presented their plans for the

May Open House.

bicentennial, which the members
present voted to support.

Plans for Open House planning
was conducted at the March 15®
meeting, where it was also agreed to
have Sherri buy wool for coats and
Cathy to buy a flat screen TV for an
audio-visual display at the Visitor
Center.

I

would like to receive a ballot for the
May 17, 2009 Friends of the River
Raisin Battlefield general election.
Please mail the ballot to:

Name

Address

City State  Zip

www.riverraisinbattlefield.org
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FRENCHTOWN DIARIES: WAR OF 1812 IN MICHIGAN

Monday, June 15, 1812:

Lt. Geel avived at the River Raisin fom Detroit with orders from Major Witherell for Capt. LaCroix to tuwn his efforts to
Y p
imptoving t/te wad ﬁom t/uz Waumee to Z)et&oit. 7 /Le WO’ZL on t/Le stoc/cac[e was we[/ enoug/t ad\/ancec{ t/tat a detac/tment of one ojf[ice’z,
one sergeant, two co?po?a[s, and t/zi?ty privates il c[ai/y emp[oye({ n [mdging muc{dy ot watery R R T
passage of Mulls wagon tuain. The Otter Creek hattalion would work SOUt/l, while the River Raisin battalion wotked notth towads the
River Muzon.
. eel was part o S ths cavabyy company in the Wichigan Legionary Cor s, a detachment of which had been formed
p Y Y pany g g Yy P
under 33 -yea&-o/d Cownet Isaac Lee) at the River Raisin.  _About /laé[ of Lee's detachment was composed of %’ng/o-/dmeﬁican settlers
of the Raisin Count’zy, men like yo/m ,gulanc[, Elisha %[[)M@, Jo/m paxton, Silas Iewis, and Owen Rhodes. Some, like gqames
Kna s, knew the Indians well and had a knack for scouting. Ottzets, like James Bentle . a deserter from the uitish avm A s
99 g Y Y.
reasons fot wanting to keep the Bitish ﬁom tak[ng over the zegion.
The vest of Lee’s #1 volunteers were French habitants.  Wany were fom prominent old ami/[es, including Fréchette Wavama,
Y p g
yosep/t Wena’zc[, Mensi C/Lauvin, Medand Couture, Lawrent c%u&oc}ze’z, Ahntoine %ac/eau, and Josep/t Reaume.
Lt. Geel would find Capt. LaCroix stugqgling to put together a mowning repott for his detachment of militia volunteers.  In
p gging to put tog g ep
contrast to Iee ’s c[etacllment, 90% of Ia@’zo[x ,s 72-man company was S[tenc/l-ﬂme’zican. W]ost of t/zem wete vo[unteets, as was t/wi&
captain, the ﬁtst man ﬁom eement 10 step ﬁﬁwauj e e e e fig/zt in this wa. Tl he government had issued each
volunteer a stand 0][ arms, consisting of a musket and bayonet, with ctoss belts and ca’zt’zidge boxes 12
For 501 6 da s, the militia had been building small stockades avound the area. Capt. LaCroix took up the offer by Louis
Y g p p Y
LaJoie to have a stockade built for the upriver settlens around his /wuse, which happened to be next doot to one o LaCroix's properties.
p pp prop
A second o e, /loweve&, to use La Joie's home as a [mmacks, bor a suitable e, was declined due to the uncextainty of funding.
p Y g
To the soutll, ﬂu/[ s army was making slow progress. Wczé’&t/mt 's wegiment of Ohio militia had been sent ahead to build a
Y g prog g
?zoan{, T Tl “s/ougll. ) j&equent Je[ays e R o e /Leavy milita?y supp/y wagons ecnme
mired in the muck.
The vest of the axmy caught up to WeArthur at the Seioto Kiver on June 15. From /me, the army continued to slog northward
Y caugnt up Y g
tlt’zoug/z mucl, wate, anc[ swaims Q[[ [Jiting nsects. 7 0 C10SS t/Le /Z/ack S)wamp, tlze army 75 ﬂowz supp[y was &emoveo[ ﬁom t/Le wagons,
éagged, and p/acec[ on pack hotses. 3]

[Shortly before the War of 1812, Isaac Lee came to this area with his wife Abigail, and their infant son, Albert. He would survive the war to
become Justice of the Peace in 1816 and Monroe County Register in 1817. He died in the early 18400s.

(2l Muster Roles for the Territory of Michigan during the War of 1812. (RG: 94 A.G.O. Michigan Territory Militia Roll - War of 1812,

National Archives, Washington, D.C.) As a captain, LaCroix could look forward to a salary of $40 per month. His lieutenant, Franeois
Lasselle, would receive $30, while Ensign Duncan Reid would earn $20. Sergeants, such as Ambrose Charland, got $8.00 per month;
corporals, $7.33; and privates, $6.66. Unfortunately, few of them would receive any of their pay or clothing allowances until the mid 18300s.
BilWalker, Adam.Journal of 2 Campaigns of th® Regiment of).S.Infantry. Keene, N.H.: Sentinel Press, 1816.
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Calendar of Events
PLEASE CHECK WITH THE HOSTING ORGANIZATION TO CONFIRM

MARCH

March 21-22: Living History Show at Kalamazoo

March 28: Sugarbush at Navarre/Anderson Trading Post
APRIL

April 18:  Clothing Conference at Fort Meigs

MAY

May 2: Battlefield opens weekends, Sat. & Sun,10AM-5PM
May 9-10: Fur Trade Day at Navarre/Anderson Trading Post
May 16-17: Open House at River Raisin Battlefield

May 17:  Founders Day at Sawyer Homestead

May 23-24: First Siege at Fort Meigs

May 30-31: 1% Regt. Gamp at Navarre/Anderson Trading Post
JUNE

June 6: Battlefield Summer Hours, Fri.-Tues.,10AM-5PM
June 19-20: Fife & Drum Muster in Monroe

JULY

July 11-12: War of 1812 at Fort Wayne, Indiana

July 11-12:  Grand Tactical at Crysler’s Farm

AUGUST

Aug. 2-8:  Eby Cabin, Country Store, and Fair Parade
SEPTEMBER

Sept. 5: Battlefield open weekends, Sat. & Sun., 10AM-5PM
OCTOBER

Oct. 2-4:  Mississinewa at Marion, Indiana

Oct. 16-17: Navarre/Anderson Trading Post Lantern Tours
Oct. 23-24: Navarre/Anderson Trading Post Lantern Tours
Oct. 31: Battlefield closes for season

DECEMBER

Dec. 5: Christmas at Navarre/AndersonIrading Post

5

AREN’'T YOU A MEMBER?

Dues for a one year membership with
the Iriends of the River Raisin Battlefield
are $10.00 USD per individual or $15.00
USD per family. An application is available
on-line at www.riverraisinbattlefield.org.
Mail dues with contact information (address,
e-mail) to: FRRB c/o0 Monroe County
Historical Museum, 126 S. Monroe
St., Monroe, MI 48161

2009 FRRB OFFICERS
President: Ken Howard

Vice-President: Floreine Mentel

Secretary: Cathy Taylor
Treasurer: Ralph Naveaux

SUBMISSIONS

This e-newsletter will be sent quarterly:
January-March, April-June, July-September, &
October-December.  Submissions are invited
and should be sent to Ralph at
ralphnaveaux@att.net (new e-mail address) a
month in advance of each issue.  Space is
limited to 4 pages. In some cases, updates &
extra communications may be e-mailed on
their own, separate from the newsletter.
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